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Book Summary:
Using multiple narrators, Melanie Crowder’s, PARCHED tells the story of two children who
struggle to find water, forge a friendship, and survive in a land stricken by extreme drought.
Common Core Standards English/ Language Arts:
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.7 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the
meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction,
folktale, myth, poem).
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.9 Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or
character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors
of fiction use or alter history.
Key Ideas and Details
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Craft and Structure
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other
repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a
story or drama.
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g.,
soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning
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Main Characters:
Nandi: A Rhodesian Ridgeback (aka: Lion Dog or African Lion Hound) dog, Nandi is the
leader of the pack of dogs trained by Sarel’s father. Nandi’s keen awareness and instincts both
protect and nurture Sarel.
Sarel: Referred to as Sarel-Girl by Nandi, this lithe, blond-haired girl lives on a homestead
outside a run-down city. Her mother and father are gone and she must grow into the
responsibility of caring for herself, the dogs, and their home.
Musa: A prisoner of the Tandie gang, Musa has learned the skills of dowsing from his mother.
Still he is unable to find water in the dry city. He seeks not only water but the secrets of his past.
Sivo: Musa’s captor. A member of the Tandie gang.
Dingane: Musa’s brother.
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Vocabulary:
kennel: A structure to keep dogs outside a home. Often a kennel will have a fenced area and an
indoor space as well.
dowser: A person who can sense the location of underground water.
shackle: (v.) To bind or lock up a person or thing. (n.) Metal cuffs that are locked onto a prisoner
or captive’s wrists or ankles. They are often connected with chains.
grotto: Manmade or natural caves that are often the site of fresh water springs. Grottos near the
sea are often natural caves in limestone that flood at high tide.
pump: (v.) By lifting and pushing a handle, water is suctioned from an underground well or
spring. (n.) The device used to bring the water from under the ground.
retch: (v.) To gag.
bile: Digestion fluids produced by the liver. Bitter tasting.
corrugated: Wavy metal or cardboard. The curves or folds make the material stronger.
undulating: With a wave-like motion.
crockery: A ceramic bowl or container.
knock-kneed: With one’s knees touching each other, or bent inward.
hummock: Small hill or knoll.
serrated: Having a notched edge or saw-like appearance.
tubers: Edible root such as a carrot, or potato.
eddying: How a current moves around an object often creating a whirlpool effect.
divots: A small scoop out of the land like one made by a golf club on turf.
hackles: The fur or hair on a dog’s neck and shoulders.
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Types of Questions:
Throughout the guide you will encounter three types of questions.
Right There (RT): These questions require short (often one word) answers to the questions who,
what, when, and where.
Search & Find (S&F): These questions require a longer answer and can be found if you look in
the text. You might have to “read between the lines” or infer the correct answer.
On Your Own (ONYO): These questions ask you do some independent thinking. They might
require you to form an opinion, be creative, or come up with a logical conclusion about the text
but you will not find the answer in the text.
Reading & Discussion Questions Chapters 1-9
RT:
• What are the pups stumbling over in chapter one?
• What direction on a compass would be “sun-up side?”
• Who is the “woman-in-the-window?”
• Who is the “man-with-whistle?”
• In chapter one, people arrive in a vehicle. What are they looking for?
• What does Musa find when he dowses in the city?
• Why does Sivo take Musa out at night?
S&F:
• Find some examples of the sense of smell in chapter one. Why did the author use smell so
much in Nandi’s chapter?
• Onomatopoeia is when the naming of a sound is similar to the sound itself. (buzz, clang,
zoom) Find examples of onomatopoeia in the text. What does this form of figurative language
add to the story?
• Describe the relationship between Nandi and Sarel.
• What is the mood at the beginning of chapter one and how does it change by the end of the
chapter? Why?
• Why is Musa working for the Tandie? What is he doing for them?
• In chapter three when Sarel is faced with removing a bullet from Ubali’s shoulder, the narrator
says, “She couldn’t do this. Not by herself.” However, she does get the bullet out. What does
this say about Sarel’s character?
• How does Musa know that he is near water? Find a quote from the text to support your
answer.
• In chapter eight, Sarel remembers the last time her family went to the city. During this
memory, the reader hears about other parents who were anxious and panicked. Why were they
so worried? Were they right to be worried?
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ONYO:
• Sarel is unable to help her parents. Discuss a time when you felt that because you are child, you
were unable to help someone.
• Do you think that Sarel’s parents should have given the men with guns what they wanted?
Would that have changed the outcome?
• Sivo uses chains and a leash to control Musa. Sarel’s dogs run free. What do you think about
freedom and captivity for people and for animals? Should some animals be kept in cages?
Should some people be in prison? Explain your answer.
• Have you ever had to carry your water with you when there was no plumbing? Describe the
situation and your experience.
• The Tandie mark their territory with red flags and cloth. What connections can you make
from other books, real life, or games that include colored flags or territory markers?
Reading & Discussion Questions Chapters 10-19
RT:
• Why does Sarel want to collect Aloe?
• Who made the grotto? Describe what it looks like.
• Why doesn’t Sarel want to cook the gazelle meat?
• Why is Musa so glad to find the Baobob tree?
• What happened to Musa’s mother?
• Why is Sarel worried about the rain storm?
S&F:
• When Musa was locked up, who was the voice whispering Musa’s name through the rusted
gap in the corrugated steel?
• In chapter 10, Sarel shares the memory of walking with her mother in the desert. Describe
their relationship using quotes from the text to provide evidence for your response.
• What finally convinces Sarel that she’ll have to survive on her own?
• Why is the grotto physically and emotionally important to Sarel?
ONYO:
• Plants need sunlight, soil, and water to grow. Even though Sarel doesn’t have water, she still
plants seeds. What can you infer about her character from this action?
Reading & Discussion Questions Chapters 20-29
RT:
• What are water skins and how does Sarel make them?
• What are some of the ways Sarel thinks she might find water in the desert?
• Why doesn’t Sarel want to let Musa stay?
• What has Sarel put on Musa’s cuts and sores?
• What does Sarel take from the grotto in chapter 24? Why?
• What animal did the dogs hunt and kill for food?
• How do the dowsing sticks react when Musa is close to water?
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S&F:
• Explain why Sarel doesn’t want to leave the homestead. Why would she have to go?
• How does Nandi react when Musa arrives at the homestead? How do Nandi’s actions affect
Sarel?
• Why does Musa say that Dingane betrayed him?
• A turning point is a moment in a story when one or more characters has a significant change.
Why is the scene when Musa cooks the wildebeest meat a turning point?
• Sarel decides to believe in Musa even though she can’t see the water he feels. What does this
show about how Sarel and Musa are each changing? Use textual support.
ONYO:
• Sarel tells Musa that the dogs aren’t her pets. How would you describe her relationship to the
dogs? How is it different than the relationship between a pet and its owner?
• Musa tells Sarel about the environmental disasters that led to the drought. Can you make any
connections between their fictional world and our own?
• Musa believes in the water underground because he can feel it. Many people will not believe
something unless they can touch it or see it. Should people believe in things they cannot prove
with their five senses?
Reading & Discussion Questions Chapters 30-39
RT:
• What is the pack’s reaction when Dingane arrives at the homestead?
• What is Dingane’s excuse for betraying Musa?
• What happens to Chakide and why?
S&F:
• The author uses very short chapters from time to time. What is the effect on the pace and
mood of the story?
• What does the vulture symbolize in chapter 31?
• What foreshadowing – or clues – does the author give to alert the reader that death might be in
the next pages?
• Reread chapter three. Consider how the reader learns the details of each fire, and the effect
each has on Sarel and the pack. What are the differences and similarities?
• The author has created a satisfying circular structure for her story. In addition to the fire, what
else repeats at the end to give the reader a sense of closure?
ONYO:
• An epilogue tells what happens after the story is done. If you had to write an epilogue – what
would the future hold for Sarel, Musa, the pack and their world?
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Extension Activities:
There are many animals mentioned in the text. Research one animal. Find out where they live,
what they eat, who eats them and what they do in the day and night. Present your learning in a
poem, story, computer slide show, or poster.
Sarel’s garden is a connection to her past (her mother) and her future (food for her survival).
Find out if you have a community garden in your neighborhood and see how (with parental
permission) you might help a gardener there. You might want to become a gardener yourself.
Plant a bean seed in soil, or a plant cutting in water and watch it root. Remember to give it a
properly sized container with soil, sunlight and water.
Create a soundtrack for one of the chapters in the book using Garage Band or an instrument. Be
sure to consider how the pace and mood changes throughout the chapter and reflect that in your
composition.
Rewrite a chapter or series of chapters as a play. How will you communicate Nandi’s part?
While this book is a novel, it often sounds like poetry. This is called a lyrical novel. Find example
of figurative language in the book. Use one example of figurative language from the book as a
starter for your own poem or story.
In the book, Musa and Dingane are shocked by their mother’s story of plentiful water. Many in
the world have easy access to water but at the same time, over 1.5 billion people do not have
access to clean safe water. With the permission of an adult, look at websites such as Starbucks
Ethos Water, Charity Water, Earthforce, Unicef Water, or http://waterforsudan.org/. How
would clean, safe water change the lives of girls, and women around the world? How would it
keep people well? Share what you’ve learned by writing a letter to a political leader.
Even though they all have different ways of naming them, the characters in the book are very
aware of the directions on a compass. Use clues from the text to create a map of Sarel’s
homestead. Include the kennel, the grotto, the garden, and the old house.
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About the author:
Melanie Crowder lives on the beautiful but dry Colorado front range.
PARCHED is her first novel.

In her own words:
Q. How did you get the idea to write PARCHED?
My story ideas usually begin as pictures. For PARCHED, I was intrigued and inspired by a single image
that appeared in my mind one day. It was an aerial shot, as if I were in plane flying low over the
savanna. On the ground below, a skinny girl and her pack of dogs walked along a narrow path. I
wanted to know who she was, and how she had come to be all alone in such a harsh place.
Q. Once you had the idea, how did PARCHED become a book?
I wrote PARCHED when I was supposed to be working on other things. It was the third semester of my
MFA in Writing program at Vermont College of Fine Arts. Little by little, in between drafts of my
critical thesis, the story began to take shape. By the end of the semester, I had 20 pages ready. I crossed my
fingers and sent it in to be considered for the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt prize for Middle Grade
Literature. When it won, I received a request for the full manuscript and gleefully sent it in. I consider
myself incredibly fortunate that I found an editor with the vision and experience to embrace the sparse
quality of PARCHED, while at the same time patiently working with me to draw out the emotional
depth and expository breadth [feeling and story] that readers would need. Like so many things in life,
turning this academic project into the beautiful novel it is today was all about balance, and trusting that
if you assemble the right players, a team can produce so much more than any individual.
Q. What was the hardest part about writing this book?
The hardest thing by far, was the emotions. I wrote this book in very spare prose, to mirror the parched
setting. So had to show a lot of restraint when it came to my characters' feelings in order for them to seem
organic to the rest of the story. And there are some intense emotional moments and undercurrents in this
story! I had to revise over and over them to get them right.
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